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Report of the Cabinet Member for Environment

Executive Summary

1. This report provides an update on recent activity relating to the Environment 
portfolio.

Key Points for Consideration

2. Highways

Good News
 Compliment from a resident received thanking all the people at Rochdale 

council who helped to make such a success of the tour of Britain through 
Rochdale a big thank you (Nathan McKendrey and Emma Hartley involved 
in event).

 We have received several compliments regarding the recently completed 
retaining wall on Edenfield Road, Rochdale. An example being:

“I would like to say, what a difference the wall and pathway opposite and 
adjoining Rough Lee farm Edenfield Road has made.  It looks impressive 
and I am sure will be of service for some years.”

Strategic Initiatives under Development 
 A review is on-going in relation to Performance Standard, the second 

investment program to evaluate and identify any potential financial savings 
to align with the recent Department for Transport Guidance.

Policy Development
 The Highways team are currently implementing the recent policy change 

to the Resident’s Permit Parking policy with a revised Policy and TRO 
being drafted.

     Service Performance
 The Parking Services team continue to respond to parking appeals within 

the guidance timeframe of 14 days.
 The network continues to be reactively maintained by our team of 

inspectors who to date this year have inspected over 1264 km of highway 
and instructed approximately 5961 repairs and attended 1190 blocked 
gullies. This is in addition to inspection of utility companies and responding 
to over 2557 queries from members of the public.



 The Reconstruction of Edenfield Road Retaining Wall No.6 is complete 
and the road fully opened. 

 Work designing a replacement footbridge at Schofield Street, Heywood 
and should be on site early 2020.

 The 2018/19 – 2019/20capital highway programme is now complete. We 
are continuing to deliver the £12m highway improvement programme.

 The street lighting Annual routine maintenance is ahead of schedule and 
85 % complete

 The street lighting service provider have taken an average of 1.6 days to 
repair a street light, the average percentage of lights working was 99.28%

 The Schools capital maintenance programme for 2019/20 successfully 
delivered.

 The additional place planning schemes at St. Luke’s CE and Belfield 
Primary Schools have been completed and handed over to the schools 
providing 11 additional classrooms. 

 The additional place planning scheme at Lowerplace and Woodland 
Primary Schools have started on site and due for completion in 2020. 

 The project for emergency weatherproofing and stabilisation works at 
Hopwood Hall has started on site.  

 The work for the additional place planning scheme at Siddal Moor is out to 
tender.  

 The work to provide additional pitches at Wardle Football Club has started 
on site.  

3. Technical & N1R
 
      Good News 

 Technical/Senior Building Surveyor Tony Burgess received excellent 
feedback from Hopwood Primary and Education for capital works 
completed in schools, Tony leads in managing large schemes roofing/fire 
safety works over the summer holidays

 N1R training and conference are to hold AGMA conference in November  

Strategic Initiatives under Development
 The Technical team are continuing in developing a sound customer base 

with schools/academies/NHS which is generating additional income
 N1R Training & Conference facilities are attracting new enquires for the 

hire of these facilities
 A whole life costing review of L4L assets is completed and will be 

escalated for capital investment to ensure our buildings are maintained 
and operational

 Condition surveys to corporate assets are under way which will give RBC 
a clear picture of required investment to each asset

 N1R building team supporting the arrival of Dippy 

Policy Development
 Technical are developing a policy with emergency planning to have in 

place flood defence barriers in a more proactive way which may reduce 
costs in further deployments

Service Performance
 Technical team designs have helped develop the relocation of the 

Coroners move to Tetrosyl.



 12 energy schemes are to be commissioned to our buildings which will 
reduce both energy and maintenance costs   

4. Environmental Management

Good News
 The service is soon to say farewell to the council’s longest serving 

employee, Paul Whiting who began as a Gardener with the council over 42 
years ago.  Paul is finally retiring and we wish him a long and happy 
retirement and the best of luck for the future.

 With the agreement of the deceased families, our Bereavement Services 
work within a national scheme to collect and recycle all metal arising from 
cremations.  I am pleased to report the scheme has not only helped to 
reduce contamination from metal remains that were previously buried but it 
has also generated £8000 in the past 12 months for good causes instead. 

 A volunteer litter-picking information toolkit and tool borrowing request 
portal has been created on the council’s website.  We are pleased to 
report that numerous schools, scout groups, local businesses and other 
voluntary groups are making good use of this and increasing the ever 
growing number of community led clean ups at a neighbourhood level. 

 Recent campaigns to reduce food waste in our bins such as, ‘Be a food 
waste hero’ and ‘Got to be a Bottle’ have taken place across the borough 
and met with positive response from the public. 

 Residents and Councillors have contacted EM over 40 times since August 
to compliment us on the service provided.  This has ranged from quality of 
cutting grass, emptying bins through to compliments to our boroughs 
Parks. Below is an example. 
‘I would just like to say how lovely I think this year’s flower containers along Manchester 
Road and surrounding areas look. The colours of the primrose and lilac are a good 
combination and a lovely happy vibrant addition to the area/s and as I am sure you 
receive multiple complaints about a variety of things in the borough I wanted to pay you a 
compliment. Well done Environmental Management for helping make Rochdale look 
colourful and inviting’

Strategic Initiatives under Development 
 Staff skills audit closing date of 21st Sept has passed and there has been a 

great response from EM staff. Next step is to collate all the information and 
look to tailor training packages for individual staff to expand their skill level 
as well as expand their career opportunities within the wider service and 
authority.

 The new GMCA waste processing contract with SUEZ started in June and 
transition has gone smoothly. A number of options considered to help 
boost recycling. 

 Play Area Review.  A full condition survey and local needs analysis has 
recently been undertaken of all our play areas across the borough.  This 
information will feed into a draft play provision strategy for the borough 
which aims to rationalise, enhance and provide modern, safe and 
sustainable play provision for all children in the borough on an equal basis 
over the next twenty years.

 In order to build upon the work we have already been carrying out to 
improve the local environment, such as increasing wildflower planting and 
naturalising our highway verges, we are also working to reduce our 
chemical usage and in particular pesticides which are commonly used to 
treat weed growth on public land. The service has recently established a 
Pesticides reduction working group who are researching alternative weed 
control options. To assist with this they recently met with representatives 
from local campaigners and the nationally based Pesticide Actions Group. 



When further research and investigations are concluded, our findings will 
be presented for further consideration.

Policy Development
 Playing Pitch Strategy re-write under way.  Consultation phase complete.  

New strategy expected by end 2019. 

Service Performance
 2140 reports of fly tipping were received between 1 July to 24 September 

2019 and these were investigated and removed by the council Hit Teams 
or the relevant Land-owners as appropriate.

 All Green Flag awards for parks and cemeteries retained.  This is an 
independent inspection, and so shows standards are being maintained in 
our parks and not slipping due to other financial pressures. 

4.4
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5. Facilities & Property Management

Good News
• Another 8 primary schools and the Clock Tower restaurant at the Town Hall have 

gained the Gold standard in the Greater Manchester Healthier Cratering Award 
Scheme.

• The award is to ensure that customers i.e. children, teachers in schools and the 
public are offered a healthier choice that is low in fat, sugar and salt along with the 
opportunity to select smaller portions as well as being able to access more fruit and 
vegetables. This also links with the Councils obesity plan. The achievement criterion 
also includes excellence in showing a commitment to recycle as well as providing 
allergen information to all customers.  The FM catering service has now got this 
certification in ALL its primary school across the Borough. 

• The Town Hall awarded the “Quality Assured Visitor Attraction” by Visit England; 
particular praise was given to the Clock Tower dining room citing “high quality 
menus, wide choice of meals and children’s provisions. 

Town Hall
 The Co-op Conference is due to take place over 3 days in November bringing in 

over 250 delegates and guests a day. 
 Oktoberfest is being held for the first time at the Town Hall and is now sold out 

bringing in 600 guests into Rochdale over the 2 dates it is open.
  
    Strategic Initiatives under Development 

 The implementation of the “Cashless system” to schools is proceeding well and is 
live in one school and being deployed in a further two this term.

     Service Performance
• FM submitted over 550 invoices and have achieved a target of over 99.79%.

    
Councillor Neil Emmott
Cabinet Member for Environment

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Environment Portfolio


